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After fifteen months of pandemic, lockdown and all the personal and communal restrictions that this has entailed, we 
now dare to hope, and the increased rollout of the vaccines encourages this hope. We hope with all going well (and 
with no need to go backward) that a form of relative normality will be with us in the not too distant future.  

This crisis has impacted greatly on us all and no less so with the closure of our beautiful church for much of that time. This 
resulted in parishioners having to do with modern means of communication such as the parish webcam to get daily and 
weekend Mass. It, of course, also resulted in the decimation of support for the collections for the priests, the parish, and 
the diocese. 

In this issue of the newsletter, you will see a letter from our new Archbishop, Dermot Farrell, appealing for the holding of 
Summer Dues, similar to Christmas and Easter Dues, to help address this very serious concern of his.  

We would very much like to acknowledge with deep gratitude, our thanks and appreciation to all those 
parishioners who in different ways continue to be generous to us, the parish, and our diocese during this time.  

We acknowledge in particular your great generosity to the St. Vincent de Paul Collection last Christmas and your very 
generous response to the Trócaire Project in Somalia during Lent. Well done to all.  

We believe that this deadly virus has provided some positives too. Firstly, it provides us and other parishes with an 
opportunity to relaunch and reboot as relative normality comes back. Secondly it gives us the opportunity to make a fresh 
start and have new recruitment for so many of our ministries / volunteers. Thirdly it is also fair to say the pandemic has 
taught us the value of modern communication media to both Parish & Church life. No doubt this will play a significant role 
into the future.  

We are very conscious too that many families and many of our younger people are anxiously waiting for the celebration of 
First Communion, Confirmation and Baptism. We are resolutely committed to all of these celebrations when it is SAFE to 
do so.   

Meanwhile, we wish you and yours a safe and restful break during the Summer. 

SUMMER 2021 – A TIME OF HOPE 

Fr. Martin Cosgrove 
Moderator of the Rathfarnham Grouping of Parishes

Fr. Michael Coady 
Co Parish Priest

   



Separately the Archbishop has requested all Parish Councils 
and Parish Finance Committees to complete a 
questionnaire and the submission from the Parish Pastoral 
Council is set out below. The Archbishop is keen to get to 
the heart of the matter and requested that submissions be 
short, so our submission is by necessity brief and to the 
point. The submission from the Finance Committee is on 
page 4.  

Covid-19 has not only challenged us as a church but has 

also provided an opportunity for positive change. As we 

seek to learn from our experience of the pandemic, what 

can we do now to ensure that we will be a vibrant faith 

community in 10 years’ time?  

1.  Encourage greater youth membership of Parish 
Councils and parish liturgies. Develop a clear vision to 
engage teenagers (who are left behind once they go to 
secondary schools) and young adults (post-secondary 
school to early twenties). 

2.  Dedicated religion teachers in secondary schools to 
help further reinforce our faith as a spiritual way of 
life, not a general subject and to build on the primary 
school programmes. 

3.  Look beyond mass attendance as a measure of those 
involved in the catholic religion. 

4.  Provide approved adult instruction for faith 
development. 

5.  Develop a curated range of learning materials / 
courses to support ongoing adult faith formation 
suitable for diverse audiences that builds on modern 
education practices including online and social media 
platforms. 

List the three things about life in your parish today that 

you appreciate most.  

1.  Joy of returning to the church now that the restrictions 
are being eased and the sense of belonging to a liked 
minded faith community. 

2.  Community engagement including communal prayer. 

3.  Celebration of the sacraments from baptism to last 
rites. 

4.  Support provided by the schools. 

5.  Spiritual guidance provided by Father Martin and 
Father Michael. 

What are the top three pastoral priorities for your Parish 

Pastoral Council / Finance Committee?  

1.  Relaunch the catholic community and ministries now 
that restrictions are being eased. 

2.  Focus on good liturgy to spread the faith. 

3.  Manage the parish’s human resources by separating 
the pastoral needs of the parish from the operational / 
administrative needs of the parish and reducing the 
‘secular’ burden on our priests. 

What supports or resources would best assist you as a 

council / committee focussed on the pastoral needs of 

your parishioners?  

1.  Pastoral workers are needed to continue the good work 
in primary schools, engage with teenagers outside 
school and work with young adults after they leave 
school. Also to work all adults to promote ongoing 
faith development. 

2.  Dedicated and trained religion teachers for secondary 
schools.  

3.  Training for the different ministries in the parish. 

4.  Approved online faith development.  

Archbishop Farrell is asking for your input.  

What would you like to say? 

We would like to welcome Archbishop Farrell and 
thank him for this opportunity to contribute to the 
development of the faith we all love. 

The confirmation video was very well received, and we 
would like to see this means of communication further 
developed.   

We very much appreciate the use of online 
communication and see it as the way forward for 
engagement with those both in and outside the church. 

We believe that faith development is essential for the 
future of the church. 

Michael Priestley, Chair of the Parish Pastoral Council

BUILDING HOPE

As announced at mass over the past few weekends, Archbishop Farrell has established a task force, Building Hope. 
The Task Force is seeking to engage with the whole diocesan family as together we strive to discern a pastoral 
strategy appropriate to our times. The intention of the Task Force is to support parish communities to undertake a 

radical renewal, looking to the future with creativity. This is a first step to enable the Archdiocese of Dublin to act now, 
so as to give effective witness and service in the years ahead. 

The Task Force is inviting all Parishioners to discuss and contribute ideas by the 25th June 2021, with respect to a 
vision for the pastoral future of the diocese. All submissions are to be no more than 300 words. We would strongly 
encourage all Parishioners to consider the pastoral future of the diocese and make a submission to: 
Task Force C/O Archbishop’s House, Drumcondra, Dublin 9.
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Please find below the responses from the Parish Pastoral Council in relation to the questions posed by 

Archbishop Farrell. 
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A R C H B I S H O P ’ S  H O U S E  

D U B L I N  9  

Tel 837 3732                 Fax 836 9796 3 June 2021

Dear Parishioner, 

In the last fifteen months, we have been unable to do the things we normally do to express 
our faith and our solidarity with each other. This is not to say that the life of prayer and 
charity have ceased, but life’s usual patterns have been disrupted, as have the deep 
practices that nourish our faith, empower our social solidarity, and animate the mission 
of the Church towards the poor and disadvantaged. Along with the countries of the 
developed world, our country has been fortunate that people have been supported during 
the significant economic upheaval and hardship of the pandemic. Even in our grief and 
loss, we have much to be thankful for. 

Communities and parishes have shown resilience and imagination in their responses to 
the challenges of the pandemic. For many this has revealed new ways of collaboration 
and involvement. We also have to acknowledge that certain aspects of Church life have 
been severely impacted. One of these is parish finances, and while we eagerly long for a 
return to the life that we knew, we also have to act to ensure that our parishes have the 
financial minimum they need to survive. 

The necessary restriction of public worship has profoundly affected the two essential Sunday Mass collections on 
which parish funds depend. The first collection – as you know – supports clergy ministering throughout the diocese 
as well as sick and retired priests and priests working in other ministries throughout the diocese. The second 
collection – the ‘Share’ collection – supports diocesan services to parishes especially disadvantaged parishes. In 
the last financial year, the clergy collection decreased by 54% and the ‘Share’ collection decreased by 65%. This 
year the situation is even more grave – with a decrease of 80% and 86% respectively for the first quarter (January 
to March 2021). That this would have happened, given the character of the necessary lockdowns, is not surprising. 
I am grateful to all who have continued to give so generously in the past 15 months. 

This generosity cannot be expected to address the deeper financial challenges which the Archdiocese faces. I 
have therefore approved the proposal to hold a new Summer Dues collection to support priests of the diocese. 
This initiative will follow the pattern of the Christmas and Easter dues collections giving parishioners an opportunity 
to contribute to the income that supports priests. 

The Summer Offering collection will be launched on the weekend of the 20th June. In making this appeal, I ask 
you to remember that the greatest resource of the Church is its people – both laity and clergy – working hand-in-
hand. The age profile of the priest is rapidly increasing, and there are few vocations to priesthood and religious 
life. Yet the priests we have in the diocese continue to serve quietly week-in-week-out while more is being asked 
of fewer and fewer. The ministry and mission of our Church cannot continue without this humble, generous service. 

I thank you for continuing to support our parishes and the clergy who work among you. Your generosity to this new 
initiative of Summer Dues will provide much needed practical and moral support for priests working quietly and 
effectively at the heart of every local community of faith. 

While great strides have been made in getting the virus under control, there is still a way to go before our country 
and other nations are out of the woods. We are facing the summer with its the brighter mornings and long evenings. 
May the change of pace that summer brings provide a break from the darkness of the difficult winter we have 
endured. May the Holy Spirit lift our hearts, and renew our hope so that in ‘our common home’ we may share the 
life for which God created us (see Gen 1:3 1, 2:18, and John 10:10). 

 

Yours sincerely, 
 
 
 
+Dermot Farrell 
Archbishop of Dublin

+Dermot Farrell 
Archbishop of Dublin
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PARISH FINANCE 
UPDATE  
SUMMER 2021 

 

Dear Parishioners 

We are very conscious that many of 
you have suffered deeply during this 
difficult period while also 
acknowledging that your parish 
church hopefully remains a continued 
source of comfort to you.  

Along with other sectors the ongoing 
lockdown since March 2020 has 
impacted the parish finances but 
thanks to tight cost management, 
and the generous support of you our 
fellow parishioners, the negative 
impact has been minimised so far.    

As the economy and society gradually 
reopens, we are all hoping for a 
return to gatherings including 
attendance at church events. The 
reopening of the church, the parish 
centre and the provision of pastoral 
services to parishioners will incur new 
costs that need to be funded. 

We would encourage those who were 
unable to donate and all who can 
afford it to redouble their donations 
and contributions to the family 
offering at this time as this is the 
only source of ongoing funding 
available to fund parish services. 

Family offering online options are 
available on the parish website 
https://rathfarnhamparish.ie/and we 
soon expect to have a family offering 
“donate facility” available in our 
church building. 

This is in addition to the regular 
family offering donations that 
parishioners can make using the 
parish envelopes and standing order 
bank transfers.  

I would like to acknowledge the huge 
voluntary commitment of my 
colleagues on the Finance Committee 
and especially thank all parishioners 
for their ongoing generosity to our 
parish in these difficult times. 

 

 

Michael Keegan 
Chair Parish Finance Committee 

BUILDING HOPE TASK FORCE  

Please find below the responses from the  

Parish Finance Committee in relation to the questions posed 

by Archbishop Farrell.  

Q2: Covid 19 has not only challenged us as a church but also provided an 

opportunity for positive change. As we seek to learn from our 

experience of the pandemic, what can we do now to ensure that we will 

be a vibrant faith community in 10 years’ time? 

Response:  

1.  Address Societal Inequalities.............poor getting poorer. 

2.  Laity involved. Women Deacons. 

3.  Renewal of structures to include greater participation women in the 
ministry of the church  

4.  Reach out to different age demographics, welcome newcomers  

5.  Management of social media, update with information relevant to 
younger demographics. 

6.  Community use of Churches/Parish Centres to embrace all demographics 
(use of both social media and landmark buildings as Pastoral 
“Lighthouses” recognising each parish has a wider Digital Hinterland) 

Q3: List the 3 things about life in your parish today that you  

appreciate most  

Response:  

1.  Caring supportive community / strong pastoral ethos / religious message. 

2.  Active engagement of small groups of parishioners in parish life. 

3.  Prayer Groups. House prayer groups. 

4.  Family/children supports through engagement with the schools. 

Q4: What are the top 3 pastoral priorities for your parish finance committee 

Response:  

Finance is key priority as without funding the pastoral dimension may not 
be delivered 

1.  Communicating with the approx. 4000 parishioners on all aspects of 
parish especially important as we emerge from lockdown. 

2.  Fundraising and Parish Outreach – enhance digital model. 

3.  Managing property assets to meet future needs of parish and diocese. 

Pastoral: 

4.  Assessment of needs of youth in parish. 

5.  Sacraments. Review how and where children are taught religion. 

Q5: What supports or resources would best assist you as a committee 

focussed on the pastoral needs of your parishioners 

1.  Pastoral support. With reducing numbers of active parishioners across 
all parishes discuss rationalising the number of parishes. 

2.  Centralisation of support services across a number of linked parishes to 
deliver core services in a more cost effective manner.  

3.  Web based services – further develop virtual model  

4.  Inclusivity of different Faiths Social Dialogue?



We would like to take this opportunity to thank the 
schools in our Parish for all of their hard work. We wish 

the students all the best in their exams, and we pray for their 
success in whatever they choose to pursue as their life goal. To those 

moving from primary school to secondary school, it is a great adventure 
and a chance to make new friends and new memories. To all the staff and 

support staff involved in the schools, we wish a restful and peaceful summer 
break, and we will see them again for the new term in the Autumn.  

Getting ready to 
celebrate the  
Sacrament of 

First Holy Commmunion

A gentle reminder for 
parents and children 

preparing for 
Confirmation…

It’s been a long wait for children and parents 
who have been delayed in receiving the 
sacrament of First Holy Communion. 

Thankfully through the wonderful gift of 
medical science and so many experts who 
have worked hard to produce vaccines, it 
looks very likely that we can move forward 
to celebrate in the Autumn. 

I would like to offer you some 
encouragement after this long wait… 

You have already been preparing your child 
for first Communion since the day he or she was 
born. Eucharist is about the absolute love of God 
for us. You have loved, and cared for your child, showing 
them how to love and care for others, which reflects the 
unconditional love of God. God’s presence can be 
experienced within the everyday moments, interactions and 
relationships of family life.  

There are three sacraments of Christian initiation; Baptism, 
First Communion and Confirmation. Take out your photo 
albums/videos and recall your child’s baptism. Unpack the 
baptismal garment and tell its story: when and where you 
bought it or who made it, who else wore it. Emphasise the 
connection between your child’s Baptism and the Eucharist.  

Put a little extra into family meals (they have a big 
connection to Eucharist!) Let your child decorate the table 
for an evening meal. Talk about special meals your family 
has shared. Invite your child to place their baptismal candle 
on the table and say a short prayer of thanksgiving. 

Come to Mass as a family, prepare your child by asking 
them what they would like to give thanks for when they go 
to Mass and who they would like to pray for. Read a 
children’s version of the gospel of the day before Mass, so 
they will be ready to listen when they go to church.  

Check out the resource material for parents and 

children receiving their First Communion entitled 

“Preparing as a family for First Holy Communion” 

available on the Dublin Diocese website.

Confirmation completes the journey of 
initiation which you began for your child 
at baptism. At Baptism your child 

received the Holy Spirit. The words at 
Baptism were “I baptise you in the name 
of the Father, Son and Holy Spirit” At 
Confirmation your child will be 
strengthened by the gift of the Holy 
Spirit. The gifts of the spirit are not like 
birthday gifts or Christmas gifts which we 

may become tired of or wear out. The gifts 
of the spirit are for 

life. They are never 
exhausted. When we 

need God’s help in any 
situation we can call on the 
Holy Spirit to give us the 
gifts we need. The Holy 
Spirit is the dynamic 
presence of God’s love in 
our world and in each of us.  

God has already given us gifts 
to share with others. We are also 
a gift to each other. Sometimes our 
gifts are not as obvious to others. God has a plan for each 
one of us and he wants us to be the best that we can be, 
using our gifts to help others and to make them happy. God 
has a dream for us and only wants us to grow in love 
realising– a deep, calm sense of our own self-worth, and 
have a capacity to reach out to others. Confirmation is 
deeply important for our young people because it can help 
to shape the life-choices they will make in the coming 
years. But it is also an important time for us. When 
Confirmation is celebrated in the parish community, we all 
have the opportunity to revisit our own Confirmation and 
life-choices and look again at how the Christian faith can 
influence our choices every day. 

Check out the resource material for parents and 

children receiving the Sacrament of Confirmation 

entitled “Parish-Parents-CONFIRMATION” which is 

available on the Dublin Diocese Website.

Rosemary Lavelle
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Somalia Collection 
by Colm Hogan

My name is Colm Hogan and I 
work for Trócaire. These words 
are to thank you all for your 

amazing generosity towards our 
programme work in Somalia. 

Somalia is ranked as the most 
disaster-prone country in the world, 
with the highest vulnerability and 
lowest coping capacity. In a context of 
recurring calamities, Trócaire will 
continue to save lives, reduce 
suffering and maintain human dignity 
of crisis-affected communities in 
Somalia. We will do this by continuing 
to work on health, nutrition, education 
and by building individuals’ and 
communities’ resilience in the face of 
conflict and natural disasters. 

The positive impact of Trócaire’s work 
in Somalia has largely been founded 
on building local capacities. We will 
continue to be guided by this 
approach, building solid local 
partnerships and working closely with 
community structures, local elders and 
District officials. 

Trócaire has been the main provider of 
healthcare for the people of Gedo 
(Southern Somalia) for the past 27 
years, reaching communities who 
would otherwise not have had any 
access to the most basic health 
services. We have been able to do this 
by establishing and working with and 
through Village Health Committees 
and District H. We run 4 hospitals, 25 

Colm Hogan of Trócaire receiving a cheque of €28,482 from Fr. Martin Cosgrove  
& Fr Michael Coady and Máirín Heffernan of the Parish Pastoral Council on behalf of the 

parishioners of our church. 

The Society of St. Vincent de Paul would like to acknowledge the generosity of 
parishioners throughout the last year. The response to the annual Christmas appeal and 
other donations made throughout the year have enabled the society to assist everyone 

who sought help during the period. 

“We are very grateful that we could continue our work as volunteers despite having no 
regular church gate collections, during a period when many low-income individuals and 
families found it difficult to make end meet” said Kathleen, the SVP Conference President in 
Rathfarnham. “It is all down to the consideration of parishioners for their fellow less well-off 
parishioners. We, the volunteers, are amazed at the concern demonstrated by the generous 
donations received and thank everyone for enabling us to continue our work throughout the 
past year”.
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health centres and have trained 220 
health and nutrition workers, including 
nurses, midwives, laboratory 
technologists and pharmacists. Each 
month, 19,000 patients access health 
care in Trócaire-supported health 
facilities. We provide in-patient and 
out-patient services, TB management, 
routine immunisation, theatre 
services, minor operations and 
laboratory services and run 23 
pharmacies where patients can access 
medication.  

Paul Healy is our country director in 
Somalia – he is from Dublin and some 
of you may know him. Paul assures me 
that your fundraising is going towards 
building a specific TB facility within 
our health centre in Luuq- dealing with 
the demands and challenges of TB- he 
has asked me to tell you of how 
grateful he is to you all for your 
generosity and help. When he gets the 
opportunity to return to visit Ireland, 
he is planning a visit here to the parish 
to update you all on progress. 

Your generosity of spirit and funding 
towards the work of Trócaire over the 
Lent period is inspiring and is in its 
own way, spreading God’s message of 
love and compassion to the people of 
Somalia. 

May God bless you all and all your 
families and thank you to Fr. Martin 
and to you as parishioners for your 
continued help and support – without 
it, our work could not happen – it is as 
simple as that. 

Thank you all. 

Colm Hogan 

Church Outreach Officer, Trócaire

This Newsletter is produced and circulated in Rathfarnham Parish. While it is intended primarily for the catholic community, we are pleased that many other people and families well beyond our own tradition 
receive it and find it interesting. We hope that it gives offence to none and should it do, we offer our sincere apologies. – Editorial Board


