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It has almost become a cliché 
to say that this is a year 
like no other. We 

hardly need to elaborate 
on that statement for 
we all – without 
exception – have had 
and are continuing to 
have our lives impacted 
by Covid-19. Our thoughts 
and prayers firstly go to all 
who have lost loved ones to the 
virus and to all who have contracted it but thankfully 
managed to survive it.  

It has led to great uncertainty for so many with the loss of 
businesses and jobs.  

In the life of our faith community, our Parish, it has impacted 
in a very serious way, resulting in the lock-down of our 
beautiful Church for long periods of time. It has led to great 
uncertainty for all those preparing for Baptism, First Holy 
Communion, Confirmation, couples preparing for their 
weddings and above all the impact it has had on funerals has 
been very painful for the families who have suffered loss.  

Even though many have grown weary or impatient 

with the restrictions, it is important that we continue 

to faithfully observe them in our own interest and in 

the interest of others.  

For the second year in succession, we will celebrate Holy 
Week and Easter online. Easter is the great Feast of Hope and 
that celebrates the Resurrection of Jesus Christ from the 
dead. It is the guarantee of our own glory.  

On behalf of our Parish Team, we wish you every peace and 
blessing and  renewed hope for the time to come.  

Fr. Martin Cosgrove 

Moderator of the Rathfarnham Grouping of Parishes.

April 4th – Easter Sunday  
Gospel: John 20:1-9 

Early on the first day of the week 

Today we celebrate the highpoint of the Christian 
calendar, Easter. The Gospel tells us that Mary 
Magdalen is the first witness to the Resurrection, she is 
the first to bring this Good News to others, the first 
preacher of the Resurrection. ‘It was still dark . . .’ when 
Mary went to the tomb but it was also the ‘first day of 
the week’, a new beginning, like the first warm day of 
Spring. We can all recall situations in our lives which 
seemed so dark, where we felt that there was no light 
at the end of the tunnel. But the Easter story shows us 
that transformation is always possible. There comes a 
point during dark times that we realise something has 
changed, the stone has rolled away.  

Let the linen wrappings in this text today represent all 
that keeps us from being free; all that keeps us captive, 
emotionally, physically, spiritually, in our broken 
relationships and struggling communities. As we 
continue to deal with the effects of the COVID-19 
crisis, many people are longing for this situation to 
ease, to lift. The Easter Gospel shows us that even the 
most difficult of situations can bring transformation. A 
question we can ask today, is where have we seen the 
Risen Christ during this crisis? In the frontline workers, 
in good neighbours and friends. Where are we being 
called to share Easter joy with others?   

“Jesus you are with us. Keep us ever mindful of how you 
are a part of our lives in a deep and profound way. Surprise 
us with a touch of your love in places where we never 
thought that we would find you.” (Joyce Rupp) 

By Jane Mellet 
Taken from Intercom Magazine

EASTER MESSAGE 
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Easter 2021 Schedule –  
In accordance with government guidelines / Diocese norms all ceremonies will (sadly) take place online only.

PARISH OF THE GOOD SHEPHERD,  
CHURCHTOWN 

 

PALM SUNDAY 28th MARCH:  

Mass for Palm Sunday at 12 noon 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 1pm 
Church closes at 5pm 
Palm Crosses will be blessed at this Mass and will be 
available at the back of the Church after 1pm 

MONDAY 29th MARCH 
Morning Prayer 9.15am. Mass at 10am  
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am  
Church closes at 7pm 

TUESDAY: 30th MARCH 

Morning Prayer 9.15am. Mass at 10am 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am 
Church closes at 7pm 

WEDNESDAY: 31st MARCH 

Morning Prayer 9.15am. Mass at 10am 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am 
Church closes at 7pm 
Service of Reconciliation 7.30pm  

HOLY THURSDAY: 1st APRIL 

Morning Prayer 10am 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am 
Church closes at 7pm 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm 
Holy Hour at the Altar of Repose 8.30pm-9.30pm 

GOOD FRIDAY: 2nd APRIL 

Morning Prayer 10am 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am 
Church closes at 2.30pm 
Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3pm 
Church reopens for private prayer from 4pm-7pm 
Stations of the Cross 7.30pm 

HOLY SATURDAY: 3rd APRIL 

Morning Prayer 10am 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 11am 
Church closes at 7pm 
Easter Vigil 7.30pm 

EASTER SUNDAY: 4th APRIL 

Mass for Easter Sunday 12noon 
Church opens for Private Prayer at 1pm 
Church closes at 5pm

PARISH TEAM: 

Moderator: V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove, 

St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Road.  

Tel: 01-495 4554.    

Email: mfc7534@gmail.com 

Co P.P.: V. Rev. Michael Coady,  

St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Road.  

Tel: 01-493 2390      

Email: clovis78@eircom.net 

Pastoral Worker:  
Ms. Deirdre McDermott,  

C/O The Parish Office,   

Deacon: Rev. Matt Murphy, c/o Parish Office 

Rev. Frank Browne, c/o Parish Office 

Sacristy Phone: 01-493 8385     

Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre, Willbrook Road,  

Monday – Friday 10am to 2pm 

Tel: 01-495 8695   

Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 

Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 

Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:  
Mr. Maurice Priestley, 

c/o Parish Office 

RATHFARNHAM PARISH  
Contact details: Rathfarnham is one of three parishes grouped together; our sister parishes are Ballyroan and Churchtown.

CHURCH OF THE ANNUNCIATION, RATHFARNHAM

SATURDAY 27th MARCH:  
Vigil Mass Saturday 27th of March at 
6.45pm 

PALM SUNDAY 28th MARCH:  
Mass at 11.am 
You can collect blessed palms after Mass in 
the Church, the Church will open at 12pm 
and close at 3pm. 

MONDAY 29th MARCH 
Mass 10am 
Church opens 10.30am and closes 4pm. 
A Celebration of the diversity that makes up 
our varied lives and a renewal of our 
personal commitment 7.30pm.  

TUESDAY: 30th MARCH 
Mass 10am 
Church opens 10.30am and closes 4pm. 
Service of Reconciliation –  
The mercy of God awaits us 7.30pm 

WEDNESDAY: 31st MARCH 
10am Mass 
Church opens 10.30am and closes 4pm. 
7.30pm Chrism Mass from the  
Pro cathedral 
This Mass can be viewed on  
https://www.procathedral.ie/ 

HOLY THURSDAY: 1st APRIL 
Morning Prayer 10am 
Church opens 10.30am and closes 4pm. 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm 
Watch & Pray 9pm-10pm 

GOOD FRIDAY: 2nd APRIL 
Morning Prayer 10am 
Church opens 10.30am and closes 11am 
Children’s Stations of the Cross 12pm 
Church opens 1pm and closes 2.30pm. 
Solemn Celebration of the Lords Passion 
3pm 
Church opens 4pm and closes 7pm. 
Stations of the Cross 7.30pm 
Taize around the Cross 9pm 

HOLY SATURDAY: 3rd APRIL 
Morning Prayer 10am  
Church opens 10.30am and closes 3pm. 
Easter Vigil Mass 9pm 

EASTER SUNDAY: 4th APRIL 
Mass 11am 
Church opens 12pm and closes 3pm. 

EASTER MONDAY: 5th APRIL 
Mass 11am 
The Church will remain closed after 
Mass. 

CHURCH OF THE HOLY SPIRIT, BALLYROAN

SATURDAY 27th MARCH:  
Vigil Mass at 6.45pm 

PALM SUNDAY 28th MARCH:  
Sunday 28th of March 10am 

HOLY THURSDAY: 1st APRIL 
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 8pm  

GOOD FRIDAY: 2nd APRIL 
Morning Prayer 10am  

Stations of the Cross for the young and the 
young at heart 12pm  

Celebration of the Lords Passion 3pm  

Taize around the Cross 7pm  

HOLY SATURDAY: 3rd APRIL 
Easter Vigil Mass 9pm  

EASTER SUNDAY: 4th APRIL 
Mass 10am  

EASTER MONDAY: 5th APRIL 
Mass 10am  

TUESDAY 6th, WEDNESDAY 7th & 
THURSDAY 8th APRIL 
Para Liturgy with Communion 10am  

FRIDAY 9th APRIL  
Mass 10am

Please see RTÉ TV and Radio Listings for their Easter programming schedules.
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The new Archbishop  
Dermot Farrell has 
issued the following:  
I have been asked to clarify the 
following matters: 
l   The sacrament of Baptism must be 

celebrated only in exceptional 
circumstances, that is in danger of 
death. 

l   Under current restrictions all religious 
services continue to take place online. 
In the interest of health and safety 
priests and parishes ought not to 
succumb to requests to distribute Holy 
Communion before or after Mass, in or 
outside churches. Drive-in Masses are 
not permitted as no gatherings of 
people outdoors or indoors are 
permitted. Holy Communion can only 
be distributed in the church to 
mourners attending a Funeral Mass, to 
those celebrating the Sacrament of 
Marriage and to the essential ministers 
that make celebration of Mass online 
possible, (e.g., Minister of the Word, 
Sacristan). 

l   Arrangements for the celebration of 
First Holy Communion and 
Confirmation should not be made until 
Government / HSE / diocesan 
guidelines indicate that it is safe to do 
so. 

l   Churches remain open for private 
prayer only, liturgies and devotions 
(exposition of the blessed sacrament, 
rosary, stations of the cross) can take in 
closed churches, online only. 

l   I hope these clarifications will help 
solidarity between confreres and 
parishes so that together we can 
overcome the threat of the 
coronavirus in the community. 
Hopefully we will be able to 
return to public worship and 
the celebration of the 
Sacraments as soon as 
possible thus 
strengthening and 
supporting faith 
communities on 
our pilgrim 
journey.  

Archbishop  
Dermot 
Farrell

The Role of a Deacon 
by Frank Browne
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Hello, my name is Frank Browne 

I am married with three children and we 
live in the parish of Ballyroan. Last 
Summer I was ordained a Permanent 

Deacon and appointed to our three 
local parishes. 

A little about the role   

The word diaconate comes from the 
Greek word meaning ‘service,’ so, my 
role is to support the priests, pastoral 
workers, sacristans and all the many 
volunteers within the parish. I can 
celebrate baptisms, funerals, read the 
Gospel and share homilies at Mass as an 
ordained deacon,  

We read about the first deacons in 

the Acts of the Apostles – and how 
seven men were chosen to help the 
apostles care for the poor, as the new 
Christian church was growing in 
numbers. You will know the story of St 
Stephen who was one of those deacons 
and whose feast day we celebrate on St 
Stephen’s day. For the first few 
centuries, deacons ministered with the 
bishops of the Church, but gradually, in 
the Western Church, the role of deacons 
became a transitional step on the way to 
priesthood.  However, the Second 
Vatican Council in the 1960’s proposed 
the restoration of the permanent 
diaconate, and many countries now have 
a formation training programme in 
place.   

So, who can Become a 

Deacon? 

For the moment, it is a role for men 
only, you may be married or unmarried, 
but you must be under 60 years of age.

COVID

Parish  
Funding

I am standing in the queue for our local supermarket. I don’t 
usually do the grocery shopping so it is an experience for me. The queue 
snakes its way around the car park behind me. There must be 30 to 40 people here and 

yet I feel alone. 2 meters between everyone, face masks being worn and no opportunity to engage in the 
usual banter. My father is in a nursing home and in his nineties. Window visits mean little when time is at a premium. 

We thank God for the care he is receiving. We have a new grandson in England who will be a year old this April and we haven’t held 
him yet. My daughters plan to come home in the summer, Halloween, Christmas, and this Easter have all come to nothing. Similarly, our plans to 

visit our youngest son, who also lives abroad, have come to nothing. And yet we are the lucky ones. We have escaped the ravages of the virus to date. We 
cringe at the daily call of numbers infected and deceased. Much more than numbers, a family tragedy in each case. We pray for the front line workers who put 

their lives on the line day in and day out so we can be safe. Our priests Father Martin and Father Michael dealing with the bereaved and yet missing the face to 
face community support and engagement which is so much a part of their daily lives. We thank God we are safe and hope the vaccine will deliver on its promise. 

Back to the grocery shopping. I buy the wrong milk, the dearest biscuits and forget my wife’s paper amongst other things. I won’t be sent again. A small victory in 
these strange times.  

Maurice Priestley, Parish Pastoral Council

Some of the Personal Qualities 

Required, a genuine sense of vocation, 
be active in the practice of your faith and 
in parish life. You need to be able to give 
the time required for study and service 
without feeling this will impact 
negatively on your family.  

I really enjoyed my preparation for 

becoming a permanent deacon, 
firstly it began with a year without 
making any commitment, my group 
spent five weekends together, praying, 
attending seminars, relaxing together, 
and our wives were invited along too.  

And at the end of the year, we begin 
the formal programme which was a 
three- year period of preparation. This 
included a part time BA degree in 

theology at DCU. 

The diaconate is about service, and 
we were all expected to undertake some 
pastoral work, such as working with the 
St Vincent De Paul and we also worked 
with our parish funeral and baptism 
ministry teams, to build up our 
experience of parish life. 

If you feel God might be calling you 

to this ministry, why not speak to your 
wife, other close catholic friends, and 
your parish priest.

Dear Fellow Parishioners, 

On behalf of the Parish Finance 
Committee, I would like to 
acknowledge your ongoing support to 
funding the parish family offering, the 
Diocesan and other charitable 
collections. Your donations and 
contributions are critical to the daily 
operations of the parish and fund the 
provision of church services including 
parish office and maintenance of our 
parish properties.  

Due to your support the parish is 
covering its running costs to date, 
however the need for your 
contributions has never been as critical 
due to the impact of the pandemic on 
our parish funding. 

If you would like to set up or increase a 
standing order to the parish family 
offering or to donate, please contact the 
parish office. You may also donate using 
the donate button on the parish 
website. 

Michael Keegan 
Chair Finance Committee

We as a Parish have been asked to help fund a new Tuberculosis ward in 
the town of Luuq in the north west of Somalia. This appeal comes direct 
to us from Paul Healy, a fellow Dubliner who is the Country Director of 

Somalia for Trocaire.  

Paul has sent us on the following:  

The Luuq District Health Board, a local group of respected elders in the 
community, with whom Trocaire works, managed to raise funds from well-wishers 
over the past two years and bought a piece of land adjacent the hospital.  Their 
intention is to move the current tuberculosis ward away from the main hospital to 
a new building beside the hospital and to avoid this highly contagious disease from 
spreading to other people who come to the hospital.  They have requested 
Trocaire to partner with them in constructing that facility. 

While Trocaire has developed a Health Fund to secure resources for other critical 
health needs in Gedo over the coming three years, the glaring need for a TB centre 
in Luuq has not yet been addressed.  It is our hope and prayer that our support 
from the people of Rathfarnham may be able to address this need and protect the 
lives and health of thousands of people in Luuq in the coming years. 

We thank you for your kindness and compassion during this season of Lent. 

Paul Healy – Country Director Somalia 

There is a special envelope contained in this newsletter and they are also available 
in the back of the Church for this particular appeal.  

All donations can be left into the Sacristy after Mass or into the letterbox of the 
Presbytery.  

Each and every Euro donated will be greatly appreciated. 

SPECIAL 
TROCAIRE 

APPEAL

Thank You 

A word of thanks to all those 
who have contributed to 

the upkeep and running of the 
Parish over the last year. It has 
been a very trying time for all of 
us and without your help the last 
12 months would have been 
more difficult than they have 
been. Again, thank you all and 
God Bless.  

Fr. Martin & Fr. Michael

Easter Events Cancelled 

Due to the Covid-19 restrictions we will not be able to partake in our 
traditional Ecumenical Walk between the Churches of Rathfarnham and 

also the Sonrise Celebration on Easter Sunday has also had to be cancelled. 
We would also like to take this opportunity to send our good wishes to all 
Churches in the area and also to those of none. We would hope to have the 
events mentioned above back in our Easter schedule for next Easter. 


