
Parish Update 

Dear Parishioners  

Rathfarnham Parish in close collaboration with the central diocesan property team, have always looked after and maintained 

the inherited assets in which we have been entrusted with, over the many years since the very formation of the Parish which 

has included our church, extended grounds, parish houses and community centre. 

In this regard and as you know, a significant Church refurbishment was carried out over 2014-2015 with the dedicated support 

of Parishioners to ensure further deterioration was not inevitable to both the internal and external fabric of the church. Further 

to this an extensive windows refurbishment over 2018-2019 was carried out with an associated fundraising drive which we are 

happy to say has been completed, thanks to the on-going generous support of Parishioners. 

Following this in 2020, significant remedial damage had to be overseen to one of the Parish Houses along its roof and internal 

rooms on the upper floors due to an unforeseen weather event which caused significant damage following a tree collapse, 

most of which was subsequently covered by insurance. This proved a particularly difficult ordeal during the Covid-19 pandemic 

and individually for Father Martin and Father Michael.  

It is clear that looking after and caring for our extended buildings and place of worship requires on-going investment and time – 

including your dedicated support as parishioners. 

 

Parish Houses 

In this context, we are now writing to you in relation to the two properties that comprise St Marys Presbytery, Willbrook Road, 

Rathfarnham, Dublin 14. The two properties are currently occupied by Father Martin and Father Michael. 

 A number of issues have given cause for concern over the recent years including  

1) The suitability of the properties for sole occupation. Each property is quite large with issues in relation to accessible 

accommodation, potential future ambulant difficulties/ease of use, energy efficiency, current building standards 

including health and safety issues; 

2) Ongoing running costs of the houses such as Local Property Tax, Insurance, Gas, Electricity, cleaning; 

3) The state of repair of the two properties. The roofs need to be replaced along with the modernisation of both properties.  

The parish is responsible for funding the cost of the maintenance and repair of the church properties. Refurbishment works to 

both properties were initially costed at over €400,000 in June 2021 by Consultants who previously worked with the parish on 

advising on property issues. In addition, substantial refurbishment work is needed to the Parish Centre.  

We have discussed the position with the Diocesan property team who have visited the parish. They acknowledge the issues 

faced in relation to the properties as outlined above. The parish does not have the funds to carry out the refurbishments and 

even if the funds were available the future suitability of the properties would still remain.  

The feasibility of selling the 2 properties has been approved by the Diocese subject to the sale proceeds being used to 

purchase more suitable accommodation locally to meet the needs of our priests and to refurbish the Parish Centre. Any 

surplus arising at that stage would be held in reserve to meet future capital expenditure required on the Parish Properties. The 

sale would not include the adjoining penal mass site or the Parish Centre and adjoining car park. 

St. Mary’s Presbytery, the current home of Fr. Martin & Fr. Michael is to be sold.  



The Parish Finance Committee undertook a tender process to select an estate agent to look at the feasibility of the sale of the 

properties and the purchase of suitable alternative accommodation. Following a robust tender  process the firm of DNG 

Rathfarnham were selected as the preferred estate agent to handle the sale and acquisition. 

No doubt it may come as a surprise to many that the above course of action is being undertaken.  We feel however for the 

reasons outlined above that we have no option but to initiate the sale of the properties. The concept of right sizing is as 

important to both Father Martin and Father Michael as any of us when deciding a property is not fit for purpose to current 

needs. 

If anyone would like further information on the above, please contact Jason at our Parish Office 

ParishOffice@rathfarnhamparish.com. Depending on the level of interest we will arrange an information meeting or meetings 

the number, location and timing of which will depend on the numbers involved and restrictions due to the corona virus.    

Some initial questions you might have are outlined below: 

1. Will the Diocese fund the refurbishment? 
  The Diocese will not fund the refurbishment and caution against investing in the properties given their age and issues 
 around their suitability going forward. The cost of maintaining church properties must be met by the Parish. 
 

2. What will happen with the proceeds from the sale of the properties? 
 The proceeds from the sale of the properties will be used to purchase suitable alternative accommodation for Fr Martin 
 and Fr Michael in the Parish vicinity, refurbishment of the Parish Centre and any surplus funds retained in the Parish for 
 future capital expenditure. 
 

3. Where will the new presbyteries be located? 
 The new presbyteries will ideally be located as close to the church as is feasible  
 

4. What will happen to the properties when they are sold? 
 What happens to the properties when they are sold will be a matter for a future purchaser and subject to local planning 
 requirements as standard. 
 

5. When and how long will this take? 
 Subject to advice from the estate agent, it is expected to conclude a  sale and potential purchase of suitable properties 
 this year but this may take anywhere between 12 – 18 months depending on the market and options for accommodation 
 in between. 
 

6. What is the size of the Presbytery site 
 The estate agent has estimated the site acreage at c0.8 acres 
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The Parish Centre on Willbrook Road will be refurbished as part of the plans. 
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