
I wish you all a good #Advent journey 

made up of many small gestures of 

#peace every day: welcoming gestures, 

gestures of understanding, closeness, 

forgiveness, and service... Gestures from 

the heart, like steps towards Bethlehem, 

towards Jesus, the King of peace.  

@Pontifex December 6th 2022 

Christmas Blue Mass:  

In an effort to minister to those who are not filled with the joy of 

the Christmas Season as many are, we will have a special Mass 

next Sunday at 12pm which is nationally known as “Christmas 

Blue Mass.” It is referred to in this manner because it captures the emotional mood that 

some individuals feel.  They are “blue” due to the loss of a loved one, loss of job or other 

circumstances that can cause feelings of depression or other anxious moments in their 

lives. 

It will be a celebration to acknowledge the Nativity of the Lord in this trying time for them 

and it is our hope that this Mass celebration will enable those who feel blue the 

opportunity to prayerfully celebrate the Nativity of the Lord and be able to discover their 

own sense of peace this Christmas Season as they watch, wait and hope for the 

healing, comforting presence of our Lord. 
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Third Sunday of Advent, Cycle A, Sunday 11th December 

Contact details: 

Rathfarnham is one of three parishes grouped 
together; our sister parishes are Ballyroan and 
Churchtown. 

Parish team: 

Moderator:    V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove 
St. Mary’s Presbytery,  Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 495 4554.   Email:  mfc7534@gmail.com 
 
Co P.P.  V. Rev. Michael Coady,  
St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 4932390      Email: clovis78@eircom.net 
 
Pastoral Worker: Ms. Deirdre McDermott ,  
C/O The Parish Office,   
Deacon: Rev. Frank Browne c/o Parish Office 
Sacristan: Paul Moreland 
Sacristy: Phone 01- 493 8385     

Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 

Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre,  
Willbrook Road, Rathfarnham (The Old Court House) 
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 2pm  
Phone:01- 495 8695   
Parish Website: www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 
Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 
 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:   
Mr. Maurice Priestley, c/o Parish Office 

Registered Charity Number: 20016166  

MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil  6:45pm 

Sunday Morning: 8.30am (Irish Mass),  9.30am, 10.45am 
& 12pm 

Working Holy Days: Morning: 10:00am 

Evening: 7:30pm Vigil: 7:30pm.  

Weekdays: Monday to  Friday 10:00am 

Saturdays & Bank Holidays: 11:00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: Can be arranged 
via the Sacristan.  

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month. 

NOW TAKING BAPTISM BOOKINGS FOR  
 JANUARY & FEBRUARY 2023 

Gospel Reflection:  

 The third Sunday of Advent is traditionally called Gaudete 

Sunday. Gaudete is the Latin word meaning “rejoice.” This Sunday is so 

named because “Rejoice” is the first word in the entrance antiphon for 

today's Mass taken from Philippians 4:4,5: “Rejoice in the Lord always; 

again I say, rejoice! The Lord is near.” Some people mark this Sunday on 

their Advent wreath with a pink candle instead of a purple candle. This 

Sunday is a joyful reminder that our salvation is near. 

This week's Gospel Reading continues our Advent reflection on the person 

and message of John the Baptist. Last week we heard John speak about his 

relationship to the coming Messiah, Jesus. This week, we hear Jesus' 

message to John the Baptist, now in prison, about the signs of the kingdom 

found in Jesus' ministry and Jesus' assessment of John's role in the 

Kingdom of God. 

The Gospel of Matthew tells the story of John's arrest in chapter 14:3-12. In 

today's Gospel, John sends word to Jesus from prison, asking if Jesus is 

the Messiah for whom he has been waiting. Jesus responds by pointing to 

the miracles that he has worked and invites John and the other hearers to 

make their own determination. In his next breath, however, Jesus praises 

John for his role in preparing the way for Jesus. Then Jesus says that all of 

those who work for the Kingdom of God will be as great as John and even 

greater. 

Jesus' message to John about the signs of the kingdom being performed 

recalls the salvation described by the prophet Isaiah. This passage is a 

reminder that the beginning of salvation is already mysteriously present to 

us, but also yet to be fulfilled. Salvation is already in our midst as manifest in 

the miraculous deeds of Jesus and in the Church. But salvation is also to be 

fulfilled in the coming reign of God. Even as we observe our world today, we 

can find glimpses of God's work among us. Even more, we help to prepare 

the way for God's kingdom by our words and our deeds. This message is 

indeed a cause for rejoicing. 

     Taken from the Loyola Press website  

https://www.loyolapress.com/ 

Week of 12th December  — 18th December 2022 

Monday 10am:   No Intention  

Tuesday 10am: No Intention 

Wednesday 10am: No Intention          

Thursday  10am:  No Intention 

Friday 10am: No Intention  

 

Saturday:  

11.00am: No Intention 

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.45pm: Betty Dillon Hall (M.M.) 

 

Sunday:  

8.30am: No Intention 
 
9.30am:  No Intention 
 
10.45am: Madeline McAuliffe (M.M.) 
       Michael & Christine Carroll (A) 
 
12.00pm: Niall O’Brien (1st A) 
       Charles Coglan (49th A) 
       Sean O’Neill (11th A) 
       Rosemary O’Loughlan 
 (A) Anniversary   
(1st A) First Anniversary 
(M/M) Months Mind (R.D.) Recently Deceased    

(B. Rem) Birthday Remembrance     
(I) Illness          

St. Vincent de Paul Collection  

Rising Gas and Electricity costs are making life very difficult for those on 

low and fixed incomes, so there is real need in our parish for the 

assistance of SVP made possible by your generous donations. 

The annual Christmas Saint Vincent de Paul collection will takes place 

weekend. This replaces the weekly Share collection.  This is their main 

collection for the year and your donation to this collection is very much needed and 

appreciated. Please be as generous as possible.  Thank you for your support for this 

very special collection and your support of the St. Vincent De Paul throughout the year.   

RTE TV Mass 

Next Tuesday December 13th Mass will be 

recorded in our Church and broadcast on 

the RTE News Channel at 10.30 am . The Mass will be 

celebrated by Fr. Michael Coady. Please tune in and 

join with us for this special Mass.  

Do this in Memory Mass Times 

Please note, next weekend the First Communion preparation Mass for St. 

Marys Boys will be Saturday at 6.45pm and the Loreto Girls preparation Mass 

will be on Sunday at 9.30am.  

Parish Christmas Newsletter  

The Parish Christmas Newsletter is ready 

for distribution to all the homes in the 

parish. Weather permitting, we ask that 

you take a few copies to deliver to your neighbours on 

your road this coming week. The newsletter pack  

contains the Parish Christmas Newsletter, Christmas 

Dues Envelope and the Rathfarnham St. Vincent De 

Paul Christmas Appeal Pack so its very important that 

it gets to every home in the Parish to help support them 

in the work they do in the local area. The Newsletter 

can be collected from the back Sacristy after any of the 

Masses this weekend or during the week. Thank you to 

those who have delivered some already. Your work is 

very much appreciated.  

 Parish Partnerships  

Archbishop Farrell has been in touch with all parishes in the 

Dublin Diocese outlining the new Parish Partnerships.  

Our Parish of Rathfarnham will now find itself in partnership 

with the following five Parishes:  

Churchtown, Ballyroan, Marley Grange, Ballyboden & 

Knocklyon.  

We look forward to working more closely with our 

neighbouring parishes in the years to come.  

This will be a big challenge and change for all of us and so 

we ask for  your prayerful support over the coming months.    

There will further updates in the coming weeks.  

PLEASE NOTE: TICKETS ARE NOT BE REQUIRED FOR 

THE CHRISTMAS MASSES THIS YEAR.  

Annual Carol Service 

After a two-year absence, the annual 

carol service makes a welcome return 

to the church on Sunday 18th 

December at 7pm. 'Building Hope' is 

the central theme of this year's service, reflecting both the 

message of Advent and the parish's own mission of renewal. 

Featuring the Rathfarnham Concert Band, the choirs of the 

Loreto and St Mary's national schools, the parish adult choir, 

folk group and gospel choir, it promises to be a joyful and 

uplifting event. Admission is free and all are welcome to 

attend.  


