
EASTER MESSAGE 2024 

Christmas seems barley over and already we are celebrating Easter, 

how time flies! Easter is the celebration of the great central mystery of 

our faith, namely that Jesus Christ suffered and died on the Cross at 

Calvary and rose from the dead on the third day, and that it will be the 

same for all those who die believing in Him.  

What a great message, what hope it holds for all of us. Anybody who 

has stood at an open grave will tell you how final it looks. The 

Resurrection of Christ from the dead tells us that the grave is not the 

end of life's journey rather it is the gateway to Heaven and eternal 

happiness. This Easter we ask God to strengthen our faith, our belief, 

in this great mystery so that it may give greater meaning to our lives.  

Looking at our world at the moment we need all the faith, hope and 

love that we can muster. Whereas there is great beauty and grandeur 

in our world it is severely blighted by war, oppression on a great scale, 

hunger and disease and injustice. We, the followers of Jesus Christ, in 

this time and place can and do make a difference in the building up of 

a more caring and inclusive world.  

As we celebrate Easter here in Rathfarnham Parish, Fr. Michael and I, 

together with all who minister with us would like to wish you and your 

families every blessing for the Easter season. We thank you for the 

wonderful sense of support and care that we experience amongst you. 

We also thank so many of you for your very generous support of your 

parish, it is much appreciated.  We send good wishes to all those in 

our sister parishes and to all people of good will in the wider Christian 

family.  

Easter blessings to you all.  

 

 

 

Fr. Martin Cosgrove     Fr. Michael Coady  

Moderator      Co P.P.  
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Contact details: 

Rathfarnham is one of six parishes grouped together; 
our sister parishes are Ballyroan, Churchtown, 
Ballyboden, Knocklyon and Marley Grange. 

Parish team: 

Moderator  V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove 
St. Mary’s Presbytery,  Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 495 4554.   Email:  mfc7534@gmail.com 
Co P.P.  V. Rev. Michael Coady,  
St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 4932390      Email: clovis78@eircom.net 
 
Sacramental Coordinator: Carol McCabe c/o  The 
Parish Office,   

Deacon:  Rev. Frank Browne c/o Parish Office 
 
Sacristy Phone 01- 493 8385   
Sacristan: Paul Moreland  
 
Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre,  
Willbrook Road, Rathfarnham (The Old Court House) 
Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 
Opening Hours: Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 2pm  
Phone: 01- 495 8695   
Parish Website: www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 
Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 
 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:   
Mary Cunneen c/o Parish Office 
 
Registered Charity Number: 20016166  

REGULAR MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil  6:45pm 

Sunday Morning: 8.30am (Irish Mass),        
             9.30am, 11.30am 

Working Holy Days:  

Vigil: 7:30pm. Morning: 10:00am 

Evening: 7:30pm 

Weekdays: Monday. to  Friday 10:00am 

Saturdays & Bank Holidays: 11:00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation: On Saturdays 

after 11am Mass & before the 6.45pm Mass 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month. 



An Ecumenical Son-Rise Celebration 

An Invitation to all to our Ecumenical Son-rise celebration in prayer, word & music to celebrate Easter Day. 

31st March 2024 

Easter Sunday Morning 6.30am at Montpelier Hill (Hellfire Club). 

 

What is an Ecumenical Son-rise celebration? 

It is a gathering of people from the different religious traditions and beyond, to meet early on Easter 

Sunday morning to celebrate the resurrection of the Son of God – Jesus Christ– from the dead.  

The celebration will take about half an hour and everyone is welcome to join us followed by light 

refreshments in the Ruah Centre, Ballyroan.  

Good Friday Ecumenical Walk for Justice:  

We are pleased to announce that the Ecumenical Walk for 

Justice will be taking place again this year. It will start at 

9am on Good Friday and it will start  at the Church of the 

Annunciation Rathfarnham, walking to Church of the Holy 

Spirit, Ballyroan & finishing at the C.O.I. Rathfarnham Main 

Street. You are all very welcome to join with us for this 

annual event.  

The Presbytery / Parish Houses: Sale  

As you are aware the Parish houses have 

been for sale for a period of time.  

The Parish expects to be in a position 

shortly to agree a sale of these properties. 

We will keep all parishioners informed of developments on 

the sale as they arise. 

Greetings from the Parish Pastoral Council 

Theme : A Time for Love and Care 

The season of Easter is concerned with deliberating on what it means to be a Christian and how we 

demonstrate this in our daily lives. 

This year Lent followed fast on the footsteps of the Christmas Season. As we approached Lent, we were conscious of our duty of care to 

all parishioners and so endeavoured to focus our efforts on growing and developing the Friendship Ministry.  

Care for our planet has also been part of the PPC’s focus. In his Encyclical Letter ‘Laudate Si’. Pope Francis appeals to us to protect ‘our 

common home’. The PPC is committed to fostering this ideal in the parish of Rathfarnham.  

Keeping with the theme of Love and Care, Fr Martin celebrated Mass to honour the commitments being made by those preparing for 

marriage while also facilitating those who are married to renew their wedding vows. The Hospitality Ministry provided refreshments 

afterwards to help continue the celebrations!  

In other news 

Since Christmas the Maintenance Ministry has been engaged in securing personnel to keep abreast of the various regular and long term 

maintenance needs.  

The Baptism team have been busy! 21 babies have been baptised since Christmas. We welcome our new parishioners and wish them 

and their families every Grace and blessing as they embark on new life chapters.  

All our ministries are noted in the website and we welcome new members. We are planning another Ministry event for later in April and 

the Parish Summer Festival will happen again in June.  

Both of these dates will be confirmed closer to the time.  

 A little can go a long way and everyone has something to offer. If interested in joining please contact Jason in the parish office on           

01-4958695.  

A very happy and holy Easter to you all! 

Mary Cunneen Chair of the Rathfarnham Parish Pastoral Council  



Following on from our three very successful Lent 

collections for Somalia (€28,000 in 2021,  €12,000 in 2022 

& €20,000 in 2023). Country Director for Trócaire in 

Somalia Paul Healy has been in touch to thank us for our 

generosity  and to appeal for our continued support. Paul 

will be in Ireland in at the end of April and will come to 

speak to us all in person.  

Following discussions with his team in Gedo, Paul would 

like to propose support for the procurement of medical 

and laboratory equipment for the Elwak Referral Health 

Centre as part of the 2024 Lent collection. 

This initiative is in line with Trocaire's ongoing construction 

of a 30-bed capacity hospital in Elwak, Somalia, aimed at 

providing essential obstetric services to vulnerable women 

and their children in the District. 

With an estimated population of 60,000 residents in the 

district and an additional 19,000 internally displaced 

persons (IDPs) in Elwak, it is evident that there is a pressing 

need for a reasonably equipped medical facility in the area, 

which has not previously been possible.  Currently, an 

average of 6-8 pregnant mothers are referred to Elwak 

Kenya hospital through rigorous military checkpoints 

between Somalia and Kenya border every day with 

obstetric emergencies, emphasizing the critical necessity 

for this support.   

To facilitate this very special collection there is a Special 

Donation Envelope included with this newsletter and they 

are also available at the back of the Church.  

Please drop your envelope into the Sacristy or the Parish 

Office when you have made your donation. Thank you for 

your continued support, it is very much appreciated.  

St. Brigid's Day 

St. Brigid's Day was celebrated in our Parish and all parishes 

across Ireland on Thursday February 1st. 

To mark St. Brigid's Day, St. Brigid's crosses were made by a 

group of parishioners and sold from the church shop with 

all proceeds going to the Capuchin Day Centre for the 

Homeless. 

One of these very crosses was carried to Rome by a 

parishioner and presented to His Holiness, Pope Francis.  

Adult Choir 

The Adult Choir would love you 

to join us as we prepare for the 

Triduum. Rehearsals take place 

every Thursday evening at 8pm in the Parish Centre and we 

are preparing a varied program of music to enhance the 

liturgies of Holy Week. No formal training is necessary, just 

a willingness to sing. Necessary music resources will also be 

provided.  

Contact Jason in the Parish Office on 01-4958695 

NEWS FROM THE REPOSITORY 
We have a selection of Confirmation and First Communion 
goods from Rosettes,  Pin Emblems, Pendants, Rosaries, 
Prayer Books, Pen Gift Sets and Picture Frames. 
 
A selection of cards for these special events are also 
available. 



 

Second Term in St. Mary’s B.N.S.  

The boys in St. Mary’s had a busy term. In January we celebrated Catholic Schools’ 

Week. We had a lovely day during the week with ‘Grandparents’ Day’ in school, 

remembering the important roll our grandparents have helping to pass on the faith. Catholic School’s Week concluded 

with afternoon tea in Loreto National School. Our senior hurling league started with boys from 3rd to 6th class. Third class 

had a trip to Dubliner.  

February started with a prayer service on St. Bridgid’s Day, a visit from Fr. Martin to sixth class and the boys from third 

class went to 10 o’clock mass. The boys in the choir had a wonderful evening participating in the Peace Proms in the RDS 

on the 4th February. 

 Confirmation commitment service saw forty-three boys begin their preparation for the sacrament of Confirmation. STEM 

week and Internet Safety Day kept all the boys and teachers very busy.  Our Parents Association treated the boys to 

pancakes on Shrove Tuesday and we had a prayer service and distribution of ashes on Ash Wednesday. Thank you Fr. 

Martin and Fr. Michael for visiting the school on such a busy day. 

 Over two hundred boys participated in the Write a Book project, some wonderful books were created. The boys in 4th, 

5th and 6th class participated in ‘Microsoft Hour of Code’ and our Cross Country running team participated in the 

competition in Terenure College.  

School News 

Loreto Primary School, Grange Road 

Hello, we are Abigail Rogala, Isabelle McGuirk, and Marianna O’Connor from 6th 

class in Loreto. We took part in the Loreto JPIC (Justice, Peace, 

Integrity of Creation) competition, and we want to tell you about 

it. Firstly, we learned about fast fashion. Fast fashion is cheap, 

poor-quality clothing produced quickly and unsustainably by big 

brands. It is bad for the environment. We then started brain-

storming project ideas. Ms Mullins’ class made posters in groups 

of 6 explaining fast fashion. Ms O’Neill’s class did a mixture of 

posters and power points and sent them the JIPC committee. Mrs 

Kinahan’s class organised a Swap Shop where students from 3rd-

6th class brought in their clean, good quality unwanted clothes 

and could swap them for something more suited to their style. 

The clothes that were left over were given to a girl in our class be-

cause her sister is going to volunteer with children in Kenya this 

summer. Isi Frain, Maya Corser, Eve Giblin and Aoife McKenna 

along with all the girls in Mrs Kinahan’s class won the competition 

and received Reuzi vouchers. We all learned a lot and really enjoyed taking part in the JPIC competition. 

Sacramental Update 

As we approach Easter the children will be glad to have holidays in sight. The candidates 

for Confirmation have completed the first part of their training in You Shall Be My Witness 

and will continue after their Service of Light and Confirmation. The girls have now made 

their first reconciliation - congratulations and the Do This In Memory programme is continuing until May. 

I want to take this opportunity to thank all the teachers, parents and helpers who made it possible to run both 

programmes.  They help greatly with the understanding of the Sacraments. 

I wish you all a very Happy Easter and take it easy on the Easter eggs! 

Carol Parish Sacramental Coordinator 



Loreto High School Beaufort  

Since Christmas, Loreto High School Beaufort students have 

been busy in sports, the arts, academics and in the community.  

Students entered Junk Couture & the Young Scientists Exhibition and, as we go to print, many of our hockey teams are 

contesting inter-school Finals.  The Musical “Chicago – TY Edition” was a huge success; thanks to the community & 

commercial sponsors for their support and to families who attended in such numbers to see the amazing work done on 

stage and behind the scenes.  Our programme of student Retreats is near completion and our TYs are safely returned from 

their mid-term European “border hopping” trip.  “Joy” is one of our Mary Ward (Founder) values.  Among the events we 

celebrated with joy were Mary Ward Week, Catholic Schools Week, St. Brigid’s Day, JPIC &  Green School’s Weeks, 

Seachtain na Gaeilge & International Women’s Day – to name but a few.  In this season of Lent, we send greetings to the 

wider Parish community and best wishes for a very happy Easter.   



Dear Parishioner 

We are writing to you about the future finances of our parish. 

It currently costs in the region of €270,000 to run the parish on an annual basis. These 

costs will no doubt increase as we are subject to the same cost increases as every 

household in the parish. 

Our accounts for 2023 (which are in process of being audited) are currently showing an operating loss in region 

€33,000 on the day to day running costs of our parish for the year. We however gratefully received bequests and 

donations of €63,000 which are expected to result in an overall surplus in region of €30,000 for the year 2023.  

You will appreciate however that it is not feasible to run the parish on the basis of one-off bequests and 

donations, welcome and all as they are.  

Our only regular source of income for running the parish is the Family Offering.  Many of you will be regular 

contributors to the parish Family Offering either by standing order or by envelope donations.  The two 

collections held during Mass in the church go to Central Diocesan funds and are therefore not retained by the 

Parish. The first collection is to support the priests including our own priests and the many sick and retired priests 

of the Diocese. The second collection, Share, goes to help parishes in greatest need and to support very valuable 

Diocesan agencies.  

To secure the future day-to-day cost of running the parish we need to increase the amount received under the 

Family Offering. If you can afford to contribute to the cost of running the parish a standing order can be set up 

through  

• the donate facility on our website www.rathfarnhamparish.ie,  

• online with your own bank 

• by completing and returning the attached standing order to your own bank.  

Donations can also be made through the tap and donate terminals at the church door. 

A contribution of €5 per week will enable the parish as a registered charity to seek a refund of tax which can be 

claimed where annual donations exceed €250.  

We would especially encourage new parishioners and existing parishioners, who have not yet completed a bank 

standing order form to consider doing so now. 

With the continued financial support of all parishioners, to the Family Offering we can continue to secure the 

financial future of our parish in Rathfarnham 

We would like to gratefully acknowledge and thank everyone who has contributed to and continues to 

contribute to the cost of running the parish.  

 

 

 

 Fr. Martin Cosgrove            Michael Keegan 

Moderator of the Rathfarnham       Chair of the Parish Finance Committee 

Grouping of Parishes  

Church of the 

Annunciation, 

Rathfarnham  

Finance Committee 

http://www.rathfarnhamparish.ie


 

PLEASE BRING THIS FORM TO YOUR BANK TO SET UP THE STANDING ORDER.  

ONCE DONE PLEASE CONTACT JASON IN THE PARISH OFFICE TO LET HIM KNOW IT IS SET UP OR 

TAKE A PHOTOCOPY OF THIS COMPLETED FORM TO THE PARISH OFFICE. THANK YOU.  



Church of the Annunciation, Rathfarnham  

2024 EASTER SCHEDULE  
SATURDAY VIGIL MASS  March 23rd 2024 

Mass 6.45pm 
 

PALM SUNDAY March 24th 2024 

Masses: 8.30am (Irish Mass), 9.30am, 11.30am 
 

MONDAY March 25th 2024 

Mass 10am  
 

TUESDAY March 26th 2024 

Sacrament of Reconciliation in Holy Week 7.30pm 

(Several priests will be available) 

WEDNESDAY March 27th 2024 

Mass 10am  
 

HOLY THURSDAY March 28th 2024 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7.30pm 

Watch & Pray Vigil: 10pm—11pm  
 

GOOD FRIDAY March 29th 2024 

Ecumenical Walk for Justice: 9am 

(Starting at Church of the Annunciation Rathfarnham, walking to 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan & finishing at the C.O.I. 

Rathfarnham Main Street) 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Children’s Stations of the Cross: 12 noon. 

Solemn Liturgy of the Lords Passion: 3pm 

Taizé – Prayer around the Cross: 9pm 
 

HOLY SATURDAY March 30th 2024 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Confession: After morning prayer until 12 noon. 

Solemn Easter Vigil: 9pm 
 

EASTER SUNDAY March 31st 2024 

Son-Rise Celebration at Montpelier Hill (Hellfire Club) assemble at the 

Hellfire Carpark from 6.30am  

(Followed by refreshments in the Ruah Centre, Ballyroan) 

Easter Sunday Masses: 8.30am (Irish Mass), 9.30am, 11.30am 

EASTER MONDAY April 1st 2024 

Mass: 11am 
 
 

TUESDAY April 2nd 2024 

Normal Mass Times Resume 

Church of the Good Shepherd, Churchtown 

Tuesday, March 26th  
Mass & Reconciliation Service 10am  
Reconciliation Service 7:30pm Rathfarnham 
 
Wednesday, March 27th 
Mass 10am  
 
Holy Thursday, March 28th  
Morning Prayer of the Church 10am  
Mass of the Lord’s Supper 7.30pm  
Followed by procession to Altar of Repose & Holy 
Hour until 9.30pm  
 

Good Friday, March 29th  
Morning Prayer of the Church 10am  
Family Stations of the Cross 12noon  
Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion 3pm  
The Way of the Cross 7.30pm 
 

Holy Saturday, March 30th  
Morning Prayer of the Church 10am  
Confessions 3pm – 4pm 
Easter Vigil Mass 8pm 
 

Easter Sunday, March 31st  
Easter Sunday Mass 10am & 12pm 
 

Easter Monday, April 1st  
Rathfarnham 11am Mass (Bank Holiday) 

Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan 

Spy Wednesday March 27th:  

7pm Sacrament of Reconciliation 

(Several priests will be available) 

Holy Thursday March 28th : 

 7.30PM Mass of the Lord’s Supper 

Exposition of the Blessed Sacrament after mass 

in the side Chapel finishing at 9pm. 

Good Friday March 29th:  

12pm.   Way of the Cross 

3pm. Celebration of the Lord’s Passion, 

Veneration of the Cross Holy Communion 

8pm.  Taize Prayer and Songs around the Cross 

Holy Saturday March 30th:  

9pm. Festival of Light (Outside main door of 

Church) Followed by Liturgy of the Word, Liturgy 

of Baptism, and the Liturgy of the Eucharist 

Easter Sunday March 31st:  

10am and 12pm. Mass celebrating the 

Resurrection of the Lord 

Easter Week:  

Mon 1st April—No Mass (Bank Holiday) 

Tues 2nd—Thurs 4th April—Liturgy of the word 

in the Ruah held by Ger Healy 

Office Closed: Monday 1st  Reopens Monday 8th 

of April                                                                                                                     

Friday 5th April - Mass at 10am in the Church Of 

the Holy Spirit  

Our Local Churches Easter 

Mass Schedules 2024 


