
EASTER MESSAGE 2022 

Easter is the great Christian Festival of hope. In the Death and Resurrection of 

Jesus, there is a final victory of love and goodness over all that is destructive and 

evil. 

In our celebration of the Easter Sacraments, we celebrate our own individual 

participation in the events of the final days of Jesus’s life. We take up the challenge 

to live out our own conviction that because of the saving Death and Resurrection no 

act of kindness, no act of forgiveness, no act of love is ever lost. We believe that 

every time there is reconciliation in a family Jesus is Risen. Every time a young 

person comes off drugs and goes on a rehab programme Jesus is Risen. Every time 

we contribute to a project in the developing world Jesus is Risen. 

We are emerging from the very strange experience of the Covid pandemic. For two 

years we have been living with this virus. An experience of living that would have 

seemed unbelievable if somebody had tried to describe it to us beforehand. Like all 

major traumatic events, it is very evident that we cannot simply return to where we 

were beforehand. This time two years ago most of us would never have participated 

in a Zoom meeting!  What seemed contingent and expedient at the start of the 

pandemic we realise is now here to stay. 

This brings us to the wider context of the Synodal Pathway. These are the meetings 

we have had in the parish to prepare for the Synod in Rome in October 2023. As we 

resume relatively normal parish life it is very evident that we need to examine our 

parish groups and adjust to our new realities. A renewal of our parish structure is vital 

and necessary.  A priority for all of us is how we can be inclusive of people in our 

parish who feel alienated from church involvement.  

This is an opportunity to thank all our parishioners for the tremendous goodwill that 

exists in our parish. Both Fr Martin and I deeply appreciate the kindness and support 

shown to both of us during recent illnesses and spells in hospital. We would also like 

to thank you for your tremendous generosity towards recent special collections for 

Ukraine and our special Trócaire project in Somalia. 

On behalf of all the parish team, we wish you every peace and blessing this Easter. 

We look forward to meeting you and welcoming you to our Holy Week ceremonies. 

 

 

Fr. Martin Cosgrove     Fr. Michael Coady  

Moderator, of the Ballyroan, Churchtown, and   Co PP 
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Contact details: 

Rathfarnham is one of three parishes grouped 
together; our sister parishes are Ballyroan and 
Churchtown. 

Parish team: 

Moderator    V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove 
St. Mary’s Presbytery,  Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 495 4554.   Email:  mfc7534@gmail.com 
Co P.P.  V. Rev. Michael Coady,  
St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 4932390      Email: clovis78@eircom.net 
 
Pastoral Worker: Ms. Deirdre McDermott , C/O The 
Parish Office,   

Deacon: Rev. Matt Murphy, c/o Parish Office 
   Rev. Frank Browne c/o Parish Office 
Sacristy Phone 01- 493 8385     

Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre,  
Willbrook Road, Rathfarnham (The Old Court House) 
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 2pm  
Phone:01- 495 8695   
Parish Website: www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 
Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 
Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:   

Mr. Maurice Priestley, c/o Parish Office 

Registered Charity Number: 20016166  

MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil  6:45pm 

Sunday Morning: 8.30am (Irish Mass), 9.30am,   
         10.45am & 12pm 

Working Holy Days:  

Vigil: 7:30pm. Morning: 10:00am 

Evening: 7:30pm 

Weekdays: Monday. to  Friday 10:00am 

Saturdays & Bank Holidays: 11:00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:        
Postponed until further notice 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month. 

NOW TAKING BAPTISM BOOKINGS FOR:  

August / September 2022. 



An Ecumenical Son-Rise Celebration 

An Invitation to all. to our Ecumenical Son-rise celebration in prayer, word and music to celebrate 

Easter Day. 

17th April 2022 

Easter Sunday Morning 5.45am at Montpelier Hill (Hellfire Club). 

 

What is an Ecumenical Son-rise celebration? 

It is a gathering of people from the different religious traditions and beyond, to meet early on 

Easter Sunday morning to celebrate the resurrection of the Son of God – Jesus Christ– from the 

dead.  

The celebration will take about half an hour and everyone is welcome to join us followed by light 

refreshments in the Ruah Centre, Ballyroan (T.B.C).  

Ecumenical Walk for Justice:  

We are pleased to announce that the Ecumenical Walk for Justice will be 

returning this year. Due to Covid the Ecumenical Walk has not taken place 

for the last two years.  

It will begin at 9.30am on Good Friday and it will start  at the Church of the 

Annunciation Rathfarnham, walking to Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan 

& finishing at the C.O.I. Rathfarnham. You are all very welcome to join 

with us.  

It really is a wonderful opportunity for all of us in ministry to celebrate the 

sacrament of baptism with families, such as this recent baptism ceremony, 

when eight children were baptised, with their family, and  friends pre-

sent,  and their godparents holding their  baptismal candle as a symbol of 

our Christian faith being passed on the next generation. 

  

The Baptism of Jesus is mentioned in all four of our Gospels. (Mark Ch 1, 

Matt Ch 3, Luke Ch 3 and John Ch 1) so it was important for the early 

Church. Scholars believe that it was a turning point for Jesus, as he had 

left his family home to live in the desert area. He allowed himself to be 

baptised by John the Baptist and he experienced the Holy Spirit and was 

then ready to preach his message that the Kingdom of God is here.  A 

new kingdom of love of God and neighbour, where everyone is equally 

loved by God and invited to share in this good news story. 

  

While parents make this faith commitment for their child. They will of 

course decide later for themselves, when they are older on how they will 

practice their faith. But in the meantime, we pray that they will be happy, 

and healthy but that they will also experience the love of God in their lives 

as the grow up.  By Deacon Frank. 

The photo above is from our Baptisms on March 19th when 8 Children 

were Baptised by Deacon Frank. It was a truly joyous day in our Church.  

Letter on Statement of Mission by Archbishop Farrell : Feb 2022 

 

To all who participate in parish life and ministry, 
 

A year after my installation as Archbishop, I am presenting a Statement 

of Mission for the Dublin Archdiocese. This Statement highlights our core 

mission in a time of rapid change, setting out a  vision for the diocese and 

providing values to inform our planning for the future. 
 

This is the beginning of our more formal response to the Building Hope 

Task Force Report which is  available on the diocesan website: Task 

Force | Archdiocese of Dublin (dubIindiocese.ie). Having gathered 3,000 

consultation responses from people, priests and parishes, the Task Force 

in its Report set out a pastoral strategy for the Archdiocese. I would ask 

you all to read it carefully and reflectively. It is an essential starting point 

in the process of renewal we must undertake together. 
 

I am inviting Parish Pastoral Councils to give priority to the 

implementation of the mission,  vision and values described in the 

Statement of Mission. I am asking all priests, deacons, parish pastoral 

workers and parish employees to engage wholeheartedly in planning for 

the future. 
 

I have appointed a Pastoral Strategy Implementation Group to oversee 

the implementation of the Task Force strategy. The group will in due 

course provide a framework and resources to help faith communities 

engage creatively with this important work. 
 

As the year progresses, parishes will be invited to participate in a process 

of discernment about parish life into the future. Further details will be 

provided in late March, for active  consideration between Easter and 

Pentecost. This process will follow on from and build on the synodal 

conversations taking place in Lent, preparations for which are already 

well underway in the Archdiocese. 
 

Led by the Holy Spirit, we can respond 

imaginatively, practically, and with Christian hope 

to the needs of our time and bring life and energy 

to the renewal we are called to in Christ. 

 

With kind regards, Yours sincerely, 

+ Dermot Farrell, 

Archbishop of Dublin 



Last year we were asked by Paul Healy, the Director of Trócaire in Somalia, to help build a Tuberculosis ward in the town of Luuq. It was a 

great success and €28,482 was donated by you, the parishioners of this parish.  

This Lent, Paul has again been in touch. He has described current conditions in Somalia, particularly the desperate drought crisis in Gedo 

and the numbers of people with extreme hunger is deeply alarming. Hundreds of thousands of  livestock are already dead and over half a 

million people have moved to IDP (Internally Displaced Person, is a person who has been forced to move within their own country because 

of conflict or disaster) camps in regions such as Gedo where Trócaire provides key health and nutrition services.  

They are doing all they can with the resources they have but it's going to be a very rough year for millions of people in Somalia.  

Paul has been in touch to ask for help to support another worthy cause in Somalia, this time the area is a town in Gedo called El 

Waq. Currently health services there are almost non-existent.  Mothers with any complications related to delivering their babies have to go 

across the border into Kenya if they and their babies are to have any chance of survival.   

In Pauls words:  

“Our intention this year, should we have the funding is to establish CEMOC services (complicated emergency 

obstetric care), refurbish the health facility and build a delivery ward that can manage deliveries in the district 

of El Waq.  We know we can do this with support and hope that we will have funding to include El Waq in our 

health services for the coming few years.  Support from Rathfarnham would kick start this and make a big 

difference”. 

To help raise the much needed funds for this special collection there are collection envelopes at the back of 

the Church. They can be left into the Sacristy, the Presbytery or the Parish Office. Your generosity would be 

greatly appreciated.              Paul Healy 

Book Review by Deacon Frank 

Sometimes there is a spiritual book that has made an impact upon you and at various stages in your life you re-

read it. 

Peter Calvay, Hermit by Rayner Torkington, is such a book for me. I read it first during a retreat when I was 21 years 

old. While it was first published in 1977, it remains in print. The story is about a young priest, who was struggling to 

pray and arranged to spend time with Peter Calvay a hermit, who lived in the Outer Hebrides, in Scotland. Towards the 

end of the book, Peter offers the priest a blueprint for prayer, which I have found so useful. 

Using the mnemonics PATER NOSTER (see below) to help us remember the blueprint for prayer. 

Prayer is learning to open oneself to God’s love and learning how to love God in return. But we need to begin get to 

know God and we do this like anyone else, by sharing a conversation. 

So, using the blueprint: P is for presence, making an act of faith that God is with you. A is for adoration, as we appreciate that God is our holy but 

transcendent God. T is for thanksgiving, for all that God has done for us. R stands for repentance, as we appreciate our weaknesses. 

 

Learning to listen to God: The Bible (particularly the New Testament, the Gospel of John in 

particular, the psalms and the letters of St John and St Paul) contains the words that bridge 

the space between God and us. God’s words were embodied in Jesus Christ, so when we 

listen to his words, we learn to listen to God. 

The key is to read the scriptures slowly, allowing them to sink into our hearts. Re-reading 

verses a few times, to allow the Holy Spirit to inspire us. Other inspiring texts include the 

Eucharistic prayers from Mass, or the words from some hymns such as ‘Come holy ghost.’ 

N is for needs, (for others and us), as we try to really discover what they are, and what God 

wants of us. T is for thanksgiving for all the blessings we have received. E is for an 

examination of conscience again, as we look to the future, by planning the day ahead with 

God. 

This blueprint for prayer can offer us a structure when we are distracted or feeling a little 

lost in our prayer life. It can facilitate us in moving to that place in prayer when we can open 

ourselves to listening to God.   

Blueprint for Prayer 

Introduction   

Presence 

Adoration 

Thanksgiving 

Examination 
Repentance (for past) 

  
We 
      Speak 
                to God 

Middle   

Learning to Listen God Speaks to Us 

End   

Needs 
Others 
Self 
Thanksgiving 
Examination 
Resolution (for future) 

  
We 
     Speak 
              to God 



Church of the Annunciation, Rathfarnham  

2022 EASTER SCHEDULE  

TUESDAY 12th April 2022 

Sacrament of Reconciliation in Holy Week 7.30pm 

(Several priests will be available) 

WEDNESDAY 13th April 2022 

Short Reflection on Holy Week: 12pm 

HOLY THURSDAY 14th April 2022 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Mass of the Lord’s Supper: 7.30pm 

Watch & Pray Vigil: 10pm 

GOOD FRIDAY 15th April 2022 

Ecumenical Walk for Justice: 9.30am 

(Starting at the Annunciation Rathfarnham, walking to 

Ballyroan & finishing at the C.O.I.  

Rathfarnham) 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Children’s Stations of the Cross: 12 noon. 

Solemn Liturgy of the Lords Passion: 3pm 

Taize – Prayer around the Cross: 9pm 

HOLY SATURDAY 16th April 2022 

Morning Prayer: 10am 

Confession: After morning prayer until 12 noon. 

Solemn Easter Vigil: 9pm 

EASTER SUNDAY 17th April 2022 

Son-Rise Celebration at Montpelier Hill (Hellfire Club) assemble at 

the Hellfire Carpark 5.45am  

(Followed by refreshments in the Ruah Centre, Ballyroan T.B.C.) 

Easter Sunday Masses: 8.30am, 9.30am, 10.45am (Family Mass) and 

12 noon 

EASTER MONDAY 18th April 2022 

Mass: 11am 

TUESDAY 19th April 2022 

Normal Mass Times Resume 

Church of the Good Shepherd, 

 Churchtown 

Passion Sunday Vigil April 9th 
Mass at 5pm  
Passion Sunday April 10th   
Mass at 10 and 12 noon   
Palm Crosses will be blessed at all Masses and 
will be available at the back of the Church. 
Holy Thursday April 14th  
Morning Prayer 10am.  
Mass of the Lord's Supper 7.00pm.  
Holy Hour at the Altar of Repose 8pm - 9.00pm.  
Good Friday April 15th  
Morning Prayer 10am.  
Commemoration of the Lord's Passion 3pm   
Stations of the Cross 7.30pm   
Holy Saturday April 16th  
Morning Prayer 10am.  
Confessions 10:15 – 12pm Visiting priests  
Easter Vigil 8.00pm  
Easter Sunday April 17th 
Mass 10am  
Mass 12noon  

Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan 

Holy Thursday: 8pm Mass of the Lords Supper 

Good Friday: 12pm Way of the Cross 

Celebration of the Lords Passion, Veneration of 

the Cross & Holy Communion: 3pm 

Taize Prayer around the Cross: 7pm 

Holy Saturday: 9pm Festival of Light, Liturgy of 

the Word & Eucharist 

Easter Sunday: 10am & 12pm 

 Mass celebrating the Resurrection of the Lord 

Easter Monday: No Mass (Bank Holiday) 

Easter Week: Tuesday 19th—Thursday 21st: 

10am Para Liturgy with Communion 

Friday 22nd April: 10am Mass  

Our Local Churches Easter 

Mass Schedules 


