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      Church of the Annunciation, Rathfarnham 
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Palm Sunday of the Lord's Passion, Cycle C April 13th 2025 

Contact details: 

Rathfarnham is one of six parishes in partnership 
together;  the parishes are Ballyroan, Churchtown, 
Ballyboden, Knocklyon and Marley Grange. 

Parish team: 

Moderator:    V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove 
St. Mary’s Presbytery,  Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 495 4554.   Email:  mfc7534@gmail.com 
 
Co P.P.  V. Rev. Michael Coady,  
St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 4932390      Email: clovis78@eircom.net 
 
Deacon: Rev. Frank Browne c/o Parish Office 
Sacramental Coordinator: Carol McCabe c/o Parish 
Office 
Email: sacraments@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Sacristan: Paul Moreland 
Sacristy: Phone 01- 493 8385     

Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 

Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre,  
Willbrook Road, Rathfarnham (The Old Court House) 
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 2pm  
Phone:01- 495 8695   
Parish Website: www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 
Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 
 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:   
Mary Cunneen, c/o Parish Office 

Registered Charity Number: 20016166  

MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil  6:45pm 

Sunday Morning: 8.30am (Irish Mass), 9.30am & 
11.30am 

Working Holy Days: Morning: 10:00am 

Evening: 7:30pm Vigil: 7:30pm.  

Weekdays: Monday to  Friday 10:00am 

Saturdays & Bank Holidays: 11:00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  On Saturdays 
after 11am Mass & before the 6.45pm Mass 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month. 

NOW TAKING BAPTISM BOOKINGS FOR  
SEPTEMBER 2025 ONWARDS 

Gospel Reflection: 

This Sunday, called Palm or Passion Sunday, is the first day of Holy Week. Holy Thursday, 

Good Friday, and the Easter Vigil on Holy Saturday are called the Triduum, three days that 

are the highlight of the Church year. There are two Gospels proclaimed at today's Mass. 

The first Gospel, proclaimed before the procession with palms, tells of Jesus' triumphant 

entrance into Jerusalem. Riding on a borrowed colt, Jesus was hailed by the crowds as 

they shouted blessings and praise to God. This event is reported in each of the four 

Gospels. 

Luke's Gospel is the only one to report the exchange between Jesus and the Pharisees as 

Jesus enters Jerusalem. Jesus' response shows that this event, and those yet to come, are 

part of a divine plan. We hear this echoed again in Luke's description of the Last Supper 

when Jesus speaks of Judas' betrayal, saying that the Son of Man “goes as has been 

determined.” 

At the Liturgy of the Word on this Sunday, the events of Jesus' passion are proclaimed in 

their entirety. In Lectionary Cycle C, we read the passion of Jesus as found in the Gospel 

of Luke. We will hear these events proclaimed again during the Triduum when we read the 

passion of Jesus from the Gospel of John. 

Throughout Luke's Gospel we see that Jesus' words and actions proclaim the Kingdom of 

God. This motif continues throughout Luke's passion narrative. Jesus appears to be in 

total command of events at the Passover meal as he hands over the kingdom to his 

disciples. He welcomes them to the Passover meal announcing that this will be his last 

until the Kingdom of God is fulfilled. 

As throughout Luke's Gospel, however, the disciples show little understanding of this 

kingdom that Jesus often announces. Following the meal, the disciples argue about who is 

the greatest. Jesus takes the opportunity to distinguish the meaning of leadership in the 

Kingdom of God from the forms of leadership seen in the world. 

Jesus initiates a conversation with Simon and predicts his denial. Jesus then instructs his 

disciples to prepare themselves for the events that will follow. His words reveal an 

awareness of the challenges that all of them will face in the days ahead. As the disciples 

and Jesus enter the Mount of Olives, Jesus indicates the importance of the disciples' time 

in prayer, telling them that through prayer they will be able to face the challenges ahead. 

As he prays, Jesus is tested. In the garden, an angel is sent to strengthen him and to 

prepare him for the events ahead. After this moment, Jesus is again in charge of the 

events and circumstances. 

In Luke's Gospel, Jesus is portrayed as active and vocal throughout his passion. When 

one of the disciples strikes the high priest's servant, Jesus heals the man, an event 

reported only in the Gospel of Luke. Jesus stops the disciples' protest against his arrest 

by noting that this is the “time for the power of darkness.” Jesus engages and responds 

when brought before the Sanhedrin; his words speak about the “power of God” that will 

bring about the reign of the Son of Man. When questioned by Pilate, Jesus responds with 

just one phrase; yet before Herod, Jesus refuses to speak. 

When Luke describes the Way of the Cross and Jesus' crucifixion, he calls to our attention 

many events that are not reported in the other Gospels. Throughout his Gospel, Luke has 

paid heed to the women who accompanied Jesus. Now, on the road to Calvary, Jesus 

speaks to the women who walk with him. Only Luke reports Jesus' words of forgiveness 

spoken from the cross. And only Luke reports the dialogue between Jesus and the good 

thief. Finally, in contrast with the Gospels of Mark and Matthew, Luke reports no words of 

abandonment spoken by Jesus on the cross. Instead, Jesus, in full command until his 

death, commends his spirit to his Father and takes his final breath. 

Throughout Holy Week, we will continue to reflect on the events of Jesus' passion and 

death. As we meditate on the cross, we ask again and anew what it means to make the 

statement of faith that Jesus, in his obedient suffering and dying, revealed himself to us as 

God's Son and brought to fulfilment the Kingdom of God. 

Taken from www.loyolapress.com 

Week of: 12th April —  18th April 2025 

Saturday: 12th March 

11.00am:  No Intention 

Vigil Mass for Sunday 

6.45pm:  Gertie Searson (M.M.) 
      Kevin Plummer (36th A)     
Sunday 
8.30am:  William & Esther Kavanagh (A) 

      Sheila & Stephen Gavin (A) 

9.30am:  Kitty Nulty (1st A) 

11.30am:  Hannah Quinn (26th A) 

        John Byrne (14th A) 

        Aidan Kierans (10th A) 

        Thomas William Lindsay (A)          

Monday: 10am: No Intention 

Tuesday 10am: No Intention 

Wednesday: 10am: Breda & John Daly (A) 

Thursday  10am: No Intention 

Friday 10am:  No Intention 
(1st A) First Anniversary  
(M/M) Months Mind  
(R.D.) Recently Deceased    

(B. Rem) Birthday Remembrance     
(I) Illness 

Trócaire Special Collection for Lent 2025 

This Lent, our parish is supporting Paul Healy and Trócaire 

in their vital work in Somalia. In his letter (available at the 

back of the Church), Paul Healy, Somalia Country Director, 

highlights the worsening humanitarian crisis, with severe 

water shortages, malnutrition, and healthcare challenges. 

Cuts in International funding have intensified the situation. 

Our goal is to support a key health facility in Burdhubo, 

providing life-saving services such as obstetric care, 

malaria, pneumonia, and cholera treatment. Without 

continued funding, these services will end by April. The 

priority is to maintain staff, including a nurse, midwife, and 

lab technician, to ensure safe deliveries and medical care. 

We encourage all parishioners to contribute to this special 

collection. Donation envelopes are available at the back of 

the Church. Your generosity brings hope to those in need. 

Thank you for your support. 

Parish Easter Newsletter  

The Parish Easter Newsletter is ready for distribution to all 

homes in the parish. You can collect your copy from the 

back Sacristy after Mass. 

We kindly ask that you also take a few additional copies with 

you to deliver to your neighbours on your street throughout 

the week. Each newsletter pack contains the following: 

• Parish Easter Newsletter 

• Easter Dues Envelope 

• Special Trócaire Appeal Envelope 

• 150th Anniversary Invitation 

Your assistance with this is greatly appreciated, and we 

thank you in advance for your support in helping us share 

this important information with the parish community. 

Good Friday Ecumenical Walk for Justice:  

We are pleased to announce that the Ecumenical Walk for 

Justice will be taking place again this year. It will start at 9am 

on Good Friday, setting off  at C.O.I. Rathfarnham Main 

Street, walking to Church of the Holy Spirit, Ballyroan & 

finishing at the Church of the Annunciation Rathfarnham.  

You are all very welcome to join with us for this annual 

event.  

Sacrament of Reconciliation in Holy Week & Holy Saturday Confession 

Just a reminder that there will be Reconciliation Service this Tuesday April 15th 2025 at 

7.30pm in the Church and music will be provided by the Parish Folk Group.  

 

Confession will be heard after Morning Prayer on Holy Saturday until 12pm. 

         CASA-Caring And Sharing Association: Thank You 

CASA sincerely thanks the parishioners of Rathfarnham 

Parish Church for your generous support during our Church 

gate collection on April 5th & 6th. 

The €1,839.50 raised will help fund events, activities, and 

our Lourdes pilgrimage for members with disabilities and 

those who are ill. 

Your kindness makes a real difference — thank you! 

An Ecumenical Son-Rise Celebration 

An Invitation to all to our Ecumenical Son-rise celebration in prayer, word & music to 

celebrate Easter Day. 

Meet: Easter Sunday Morning 20th April 2025 at 5.30am at Montpelier Hill (Hellfire Club).  

What is an Ecumenical Son-rise celebration? 

It is a gathering of people from the different religious traditions and beyond, to meet early 

on Easter Sunday morning to celebrate the resurrection of the Son of God – Jesus Christ

– from the dead.  The celebration will take about half an hour and everyone is welcome 

to join us followed by light refreshments in the Ruah Centre, Ballyroan.  


