
In #Lent, may we be increasingly 

concerned with speaking words of 

comfort, strength, consolation and 

encouragement, and not words 

that demean, sadden, anger or show scorn. 
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      Church of the Annunciation, Rathfarnham 

www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 

Fifth Sunday of Lent Cycle A, 26th March 2023 

Contact details: 

Rathfarnham is one of three parishes grouped 
together; our sister parishes are Ballyroan and 
Churchtown. 

Parish team: 

Moderator:    V. Rev. Martin Canon Cosgrove 
St. Mary’s Presbytery,  Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 495 4554.   Email:  mfc7534@gmail.com 
 
Co P.P.  V. Rev. Michael Coady,  
St. Mary’s Presbytery, Willbrook Rd.  
Phone: 01- 4932390      Email: clovis78@eircom.net 
 
Pastoral Worker: Ms. Deirdre McDermott ,  
C/O The Parish Office,   
Deacon: Rev. Frank Browne c/o Parish Office 
Sacristan: Paul Moreland 
Sacristy: Phone 01- 493 8385     

Parish Secretary: Jason Monahan 

Parish Office:  
Parish Pastoral Centre,  
Willbrook Road, Rathfarnham (The Old Court House) 
Monday – Friday 10 a.m. to 2pm  
Phone:01- 495 8695   
Parish Website: www.rathfarnhamparish.ie 
Email: parishoffice@rathfarnhamparish.com 
Twitter: @RathfarnhamP 
 

Chairperson Parish Pastoral Council:   
Mr. Barry Murray, c/o Parish Office 

Registered Charity Number: 20016166  

MASS SCHEDULE  

Saturday Vigil  6:45pm 

Sunday Morning: 8.30am (Irish Mass),               
9.30am, 10.45am & 12pm 

Working Holy Days: Morning: 10:00am 

Evening: 7:30pm Vigil: 7:30pm.  

Weekdays: Monday to  Friday 10:00am 

Saturdays & Bank Holidays: 11:00am 

Sacrament of Reconciliation:  On Saturdays 
after 11am Mass & before the 6.45pm Mass 

Baptisms:  1st and 3rd Saturday of the Month. 

NOW TAKING BAPTISM BOOKINGS FOR  MAY 
2023 ONWARDS 

Gospel Reflection:   

Our Gospel on this day, the fifth Sunday of Lent, is again taken from the Gospel 

according to John. The reading from John continues the break from Cycle A’s focus 

on the Gospel of Matthew. Today’s Gospel reading recounts another sign, or miracle, 

found in John’s Gospel, the raising of Lazarus. As our catechumens move closer to 

the celebration of their Baptisms at the Triduum, today’s reading invites us to reflect 

upon what it means to call Jesus the Resurrection and the life. 

The context for the story of the raising of Lazarus is the Jewish leaders’ growing 

animosity toward Jesus. Jesus has been in Jerusalem, taking part in the feast of the 

Dedication, which we have come to know as Hanukkah. The people have been 

pressing him to declare plainly whether he is the Messiah. Jesus tells them to look to 

his works, which testify to his coming from God. Many do not believe Jesus, however, 

and some try to stone him for blasphemy. 

Into this scene of confrontation, Mary and Martha, the sisters of Lazarus, send word 

to Jesus that his friend is ill. Jesus is said to love Mary, Martha, and Lazarus, but he 

delays his journey for two days. The delay heightens the drama and shows Jesus’ 

obedience to God, who is to be glorified through Lazarus’s resurrection. When Jesus 

finally declares that he will journey to Bethany, his disciples fear for his life. Thomas 

declares that he and the other disciples should prepare to die with Jesus. 

The scene described at Bethany is a sad one. Martha meets Jesus weeping and 

saying that if Jesus had been there, Lazarus would not have died. Yet she remains 

confident that God will do whatever Jesus asks. Martha affirms her belief that there 

will be a resurrection of the dead in the last days. Then Martha’s sister, Mary, comes 

to Jesus with the same confidence, saying that Jesus could have cured Lazarus. 

Jesus asks to be brought to Lazarus’s tomb where he prays and calls Lazarus out 

from the tomb. At this sign, many come to believe in Jesus, but others take word of 

the miracle to the Jewish authorities, who begin their plans for Jesus’ death. 

Set against the backdrop of Jesus’ impending death, many elements of the raising of 

Lazarus foreshadow the good news of Jesus’ own Resurrection. Jesus, facing the 

conflict with the Jewish authorities, acts in complete obedience to God. In raising 

Lazarus, Jesus shows his power over death so that when Jesus dies, those who 

believe in him might remember that and take hope. Just as Jesus calls for the stone 

to be rolled away from Lazarus’s tomb, so too will the disciples find the stone rolled 

away from Jesus’ tomb. 

With our catechumens preparing for their Baptism at Easter, the Gospel today calls us 

to reflect on Baptism as a dying and rising with Jesus. In Baptism we die to sin’s 

power over us, rising as children of God. In Baptism we join ourselves with Christ, 

who conquered death once and for all so that we who believe in him may have eternal 

life. With Martha and Mary, we are called to profess our belief that Jesus is indeed the 

Resurrection and the life. 

Taken from the Loyola Press website  

https://www.loyolapress.com/ 

Week of 27th March   — 2nd April 2023 

Monday 10am: No Intention 

Tuesday 10am: No Intention  

Wednesday 10am: No Intention 

Thursday  10am:  No Intention  

Friday 10am: No Intention  
 

Saturday:  

11.00am: No Intention  

(Vigil Mass for Sunday) 

6.45pm: Phyllis & Jimmy Dunne (A) 

     James Moloney (A) 
 

Sunday:  

8.30am:  No Intention   

9.30am: No Intention  

10.45am: No Intention 
12.00pm: George Murray (2nd A) 
      Shelly Murray (1st A) & her          
      husband Frank Murray (A) 
      John Hyland (M.M) 

(1st A) First Anniversary (M/M) Months Mind  
(R.D.) Recently Deceased    

(B. Rem) Birthday Remembrance     
(I) Illness          

Special Parish Trócaire Collection for Somalia  

Our Special Collection for Trocaire will go toward the 

following items.  

Beds for Stabilisation Centres:  

Over 200,000 internally displaced people have arrived on 

the edges of the major towns in Gedo over the past year, 

looking for health, nutrition, protection and other 

services.  Their crops and livestock are gone.  They have 

nothing left and try to get daily casual work to survive and 

feed their children. Trócaire is the main health provider in 

Gedo and, with the massive increase in malnutrition, each 

of our four main hospitals have established expanded 

Stabilisation Centres.  These centres are wards that treat 

children with severe acute malnutrition (SAM) with 

complications.  Sadly, all our facility beds are triple 

occupied due to the levels of malnutrition in Gedo, 

especially for children under 5.  The support from 

Rathfarnham Parish will enable us to purchase more 

beds.  We need at least 100 new beds (about €120 each). 
 

Delivery Ward Equipment:  

Oxygen concentrator + delivery set + theatre examination 

lamp (Hospital Theatre/delivery ward Equipment).  A key 

component of our health work is the safe delivery of 

babies and that mothers are supported though the pre 

and post-natal processes.  The medical equipment 

requested are essential items for our /delivery wards and 

will support ongoing efforts to provide quality care at our 

hospitals. 

There are special envelopes at the back of the Church for 

this collection. All donations are greatly appreciated.  

Reflection on the Sunday Gospel 

                (Lectio Divina)                        

Lectio Divina continues in the Parish 

Centre every Thursday evening at 

7.30pm. Please advise Jason in the 

Parish office  (01-4958695) if you wish to attend. 

Bethany Bereavement Support Group 

The Bethany Group will hold a Bereavement Support 

meeting on Friday 31st March from 10.45 to 12.00 

noon in the Parish Centre, Willbrook Road  If you are 

finding it difficult following the loss of a loved one this 

meeting is a safe space to help come to terms with 

your loss and share with others who are also on the 

journey of grief. You are not alone and we are here to 

listen and accompany you on the journey.   

B.E. - BEGINNING EXPERIENCE 

B.E. is a support group for those coping with the pain of loss of their life partner, through 

Death, Separation or Divorce. Do you find that you need more support than family and 

friends can provide? Seeking help is a sign of strength and self-knowledge not 

weakness. This is a healing ministry, which helps to resolve the grief that goes with the 

end of a marriage or relationship. A team, who are themselves widowed, separated or 

divorced share their experiences with you. 

Next Coping with Life Alone Programme will take place on Saturday  1st April 2023 in 

Carmelite Community Centre, 56 Aungier St, Dublin 2. D02 T258 

Next residential Programme will take place in Avila Carmelite Centre Donnybrook, 

Morehampton Road Dublin 4.   For further information please phone Dublin Team  

 086 0877379 or email bedublin@gmail.com 

Touched by Faith Surrounded by History 

Parish Historian Tony Duffy will give the first of a trilogy of Talks on Tuesday April 4th at 

6.45pm Sharp in Ballyroan Library. This first talk is titled “So you know Rathfarnham” 

Part 1. All are welcome to attend and please come early.  

Easter Newsletter 

The Parish Easter Newsletter Pack is available for delivery in the Sacristy. Please 

take a bundle and deliver a copy to your neighbours. Thank you.  

Parish Privacy Policy 

Please note the Parish Privacy Notice is currently under review.  A new version will be 

published very soon.  If you have any questions or require further information, please 

email Noelle Dowling at dataprotection@dublindiocese.ie. 

Ministry Sunday / Palm Sunday 

A special day for all those in Ministry in our parish, a time to reflect on our 

Parish Ministries, a time to get to know others over a cup of tea.  

From 2pm until 4.30/ 5pm at the Avila Carmelite Centre Morehampton Road in 

Donnybrook Next Sunday April 2nd. Please contact the Parish Office if you 

wish to attend and what Ministry you are a part of.  


